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Census 2020 
Is it a waste of time to conduct a census? 

 

Title of 
Lesson YOU MATTER! Grade Level 

 
5th 

 
Duration 3-5 Days  

HSS 
Standards 

 
5.7 Students describe the people and events associated with the development of the U.S. 
Constitution and analyze the Constitution’s significance as the foundation of the American 
republic.  
 

 
ELA 

Standards 

 
RI.5.7 Draw on information from multiple print or digital sources, demonstrating the ability to 
locate an answer to a question quickly or to solve a problem efficiently. 
RI.5.9 Integrate information from several texts on the same topic in order to write or speak 
about the subject knowledgeably. 
W.5.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are 
appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 
W.5.9b Apply grade 5 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., "Explain how an author 
uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text, identifying which reasons and 
evidence support which point[s]""). 
SL.5.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and 
teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 5 topics and texts, building on others' ideas and 
expressing their own clearly. 
 

ELD 
Standards 

 
I.A.2 Interacting with others in written English in various communicative forms (print, 
communicative technology, and multimedia).  
I.A.4 Adapting language choices to various contexts (based on task, purpose, audience and text 
type). 
I.B.6 Reading closely literary and informational texts and viewing multimedia to determine how 
meaning is conveyed explicitly and implicitly through language. 
I.C.9 Expressing information and ideas in formal oral presentations on academic topics.  
I.C10 Writing literary and informational texts to present, describe, and explain ideas and 
information, using appropriate technology. 
 

 
Lesson Sequence Overview 

Supporting 
Question 

What are key parts of 
the government? What is a census? 

How does the census 
affect states’ 

representation in 
Congress? 

 
What services are 
provided based on 

the census data 
collected every ten 
years? How does 

participation in the 
census impact YOU? 

 
Duration 50 minutes 50 minutes 75 minutes 50 minutes 

Performance 
Task 

 
Students will 
complete a card sort 
of vocabulary words 
and their definitions. 
 

 
Students will 
complete an activity 
sheet and a sample 
census form. 

 
Students will use data 
from the 2010 Census 
to understand how it 
is used in determining 
apportionment of 
congressional seats. 
 

 
Students will 
complete an activity 
sheet helping them 
understand how the 
census determines 
community funding. 

Summative 
Task 

 
Students will choose to create either a poster, presentation, flyer, or public service 
announcement to communicate their conclusions to the compelling question.  
 



 

What are key parts of the government? 
 

 Day 1 50 minutes 

 
Learning 
Objective 

 

 
Students will have a working knowledge of the three branches of government. 
 
Students will create a glossary of terms needed to successfully access the concepts 
presented in the documents. (Teacher may want to create a poster to display in the 
classroom for the duration of this unit.) 
 

 
Background 
Information 

 

 
The following 4 lessons are designed to be presented in connection with each other. 
It is recommended that the activity sheets and student-generated glossary be 
provided in a packet to the students at the beginning of the unit. This packet will 
serve as a resource for the students as they create their “Take Action” project. 
 

 
Introduction 

 

 
Show the “Branches of the Government” video” 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vMQ_OSRL0YE 
 
It may be helpful to show it twice allowing students an initial pass to 
just watch the video and a second pass to look for answers to teacher-
posed questions.  

5-10 
minutes 

Evaluation of 
Sources 

 
Distribute the sort cards (Document A) and allow partner work time to 
attempt to sort words and definitions. 
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1skZ4scGescUnP1V1cjLUIRq-
MfyQ6YRso24XoiJKwzI/edit?usp=sharing  
 
Working with a partner or in small groups, students can predict 
definitions for words they don’t know. Circle the room identifying 
which matches groups have made successfully and allowing them to try 
again on those matches that are incorrect. Urge students to use 
context clues and their knowledge of root words to help them predict 
definitions. 
 
After a period of productive struggle, walk students through the 
definition for each word or allow them to research the answers 
themselves. 
 
In addition or as an alternate strategy, you may have students 
complete vocabulary squares. In this activity, students fold blank 
sheets of paper to form squares. In each square, students write the 
vocabulary word, formulate a student-friendly definition, and draw a 
picture that will help them remember the word’s meaning. 

40 minutes 

 
Teacher Answer Key for Definition Sort Activity: 
 
legislative branch:  the branch of government that creates laws 
executive branch:  the branch of government that enforces laws 
judicial branch: the branch of government that interprets laws 
decennial: occurring every ten years (connect to Latin root -dec- 
meaning ten) 
apportionment: the determination of the number of members of the 
U.S. House of Representatives according to the proportion of the 
population of each state to the total population of the U.S. 
congressional: of or relating to Congress, the legislative branch of the 
federal government 
redistricting: divide into new districts, or sections/divisions 



apportion:  to distribute proportionally  
resident:  one who lives in a place 
civilian: one who is not on active duty with a military, naval, or 
firefighting organization 
framers:  the men who created and signed the constitution 
grants:  money given 
revitalize:  to give new life to 
community initiatives:  citizens of a community begin legislation, or 
laws 
public works: schools, hospitals, roads, police, courts, community 
centers, municipal buildings, railroads, bridges, airports, public spaces 
(ie - parks, beaches), water supply, sewage, electrical grid, dams, 
pipelines, canals, ports, etc. 

Closing 

 
After completing the sort and crating the glossary, regroup as a class to 
share a few words that the students learned. You may want to 
highlight a few that will be prominent in the next few lessons. 5 minutes 
 
Students will need to access this glossary throughout the lessons, so 
store accordingly. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document A 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What is the census? 
 

 Day 2 50 minutes 

 
Learning 
Objective 

 

Students will understand what he decennial census is and how the population data 
generated from it is used. 
 
Students will identify when the census was established and why. 
 

 
Introduction 

 

 
Gather background knowledge and engage students by brainstorming a list 
of things that can be counted and why one would count them. This could be 
conducted whole class, with a partner, or in a small group. The teacher can 
use student responses to create and display an anchor chart. 
 
Some possible ideas include: 

● words – in a writing or on a list (ie., spelling list, shopping list, or 
writing assignment) 

● tickets – bought or sold for movies, raffles, rides, prizes, 
performances, etc. 

● sides of a polygon – to identify the shape 
● money – buy / sell items, savings, wages, etc. 
● people – safety at schools, on field trips, during an emergency or 

disaster, passengers on an airplane. 

5 minutes 

Evaluation of 
Sources 

 
Review key terms from student created glossaries that will be essential for 
understanding the content presented in this lesson. 
 
decennial: occurring every ten years (connect to Latin root –dec- meaning 
ten) 
apportionment: the determination of the number of members of the US 
House of Representatives according to the proportion of the populations of 
each state to the total population of the US 
congressional: of or relating to Congress, the legislative branch of the federal 
government 
redistricting: divide into new districts, or sections/divisions 

40 minutes 

 
Students will watch the video “US Census Overview Video” 
(https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lF2MwdlmhJ26-
CS4dCffEKXpMUxQQfcK) and organize the information using Activity Sheet 
#1 (Student version: Document B; Teacher version: Document C). This would 
ideally be presented to students whole class with the ability to pause 
throughout to discuss the information as needed. Another option would be 
to assign the video as a link in Google Classroom so the student has the 
ability to pause and restart as necessary. This may be done individually, in 
partners, or in groups depending on the needs of the class. 
 
Another option is to allow students to watch and process the video first. On 
a  second viewing the teacher can stop the video and ask questions. Have 
students pair share and call on a variety of students to ensure participation.  
 
Distribute “Sample Census from 2010”. (Document D) 
https://www.census.gov/2010census/pdf/2010_Questionnaire_Info.pdf 
 
Focus page one and discuss specific questions asked on the census. 
 
Show a digital image of all pages so students grasp the concept that the 
census will count all of the people in each home. 
 



HOME CONNECTION: Assign as a homework task to complete the census 
form for each child in class. Make it clear that this is a previous year’s census 
document, that the 2020 Census will look different, and that this is a 
simulation and is not an actual government document.Consider informing 
parents of the nature of this assignment in advance to avoid confusion. 

Closing 

 
After completing Activity Sheet #1, students will communicate their findings 
with their identified partners, small groups, or as a class discussion.  5 minutes 
 
Collect and evaluate Activity Sheet – Source #1 and completed Census forms.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document B 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document C 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document D 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



How does the census affect states’ representation in Congress? 
 

 Day 3 75 minutes 

 
Learning 
Objective 

 

 
Students will understand and be able to explain how the 435 seats in Congress are divided 
among the states and why. 
 
Students will understand and be able to explain the reapportionment of the US House of 
Representatives based on the 2010 Census. 
 

 
Introduction 

 

 
Identify what a census is, how often it is conducted, and why. 

● The census is an actual count of people conducted every 10 years to 
decide the number of seats of 435 total that each state will occupy in the 
House of Representatives. 

10 minutes 

 
Introduce the three branches of government using the School House Rock video: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-EISWIY9bG8   
Focus on the Legislative Branch to identify the following: 

● Congress consists of 2 houses: 
● Senate – all states have 2 senators 
● House of Representatives – 435 seats given to states based on 

population 

 
(Optional Activity) Share the image (Document E) found at the following URL: 
https://broadcast.census.gov/pio/photos/census_2010/2010_groves_apport-
hi.jpg 
Ask the class what they notice. Be sure to discuss the “Gained and Lost” area 
being projected by the speaker, Robert Groves, who is the Director of the US 
Census Bureau. Guide the discussion to focus on those seats in the House of 
Representatives that are gained or lost depending on population numbers.  

Evaluation of 
Sources 

 
Review key terms from student-created glossaries that will be essential for 
understanding the content presented in this lesson. 
 
apportion: to distribute proportionally 
reapportion: to apportion or distribute proportionally again 
resident: one who lives in a place 
civilian: one who is not on active duty with a military, naval, or firefighting 
organization 

60 minutes 

 
Read and discuss page one of “Congressional Apportionment – 2010 Census 
Briefs” (Document F) as a class or in teams, making sure to elaborate on the key 
terms identified for this lesson. 
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lF2MwdlmhJ26-CS4dCffEKXpMUxQQfcK 
 
Discuss the data presented on page 2. Guide the discussion to include how the 
size of a state’s population correlates to the number of representatives. 
 
Project the map on page three and distribute the black and white copy 
(Document G) to students. Guide them to correctly color in the map to accurately 
reflect the gain/loss of seats after the 2010 Census.  
 
Make a connection to the Electoral College and how this apportionment also 
helps determine who is elected President. 
 
Optional – Discuss the data presented on page 4. This page contains the same 
information presented in a more condensed form. If page 2 is overwhelming for 



your students, focus on this page as it focuses only on the gain/loss of seats from 
the 2010 Census without all the historical data.  
 
Students will complete Activity Sheet #2 (Document H) individually, in partners, 
or in small groups. Teams will report their findings to the class, and the teacher 
will confirm accuracy. 
 
Consider the following structure to help scaffold your students’ learning: 
 
Assign each partnership two of the questions and have them go on a “hunt” for 
the answers. Once they have answers, they meet with the other pair assigned to 
the same questions to ensure they had the correct answers. Provide time to 
discuss. They can then share with other pairs who were assigned different 
questions so that they had access to all the answers.  
 
Partner Group A-Q1 and Q2 
Partner Group B- Q3 and Q4 
Partner Group C- Q5 and Q6 
Partner Group D- Q7 and Q8 
Partner Group E- Q9 and Q10 
Partner Group F-Q1 and Q2 
Partner Group G- Q3 and Q4 
Partner Group H- Q5 and Q6 
Partner Group I- Q7 and Q8 
Partner Group J- Q9 and Q10 
Partner Group K- Q7 and Q8 
 
Debrief as a whole class. 

Closing 

 
After completing Activity Sheet #2 students will communicate their findings with 
their identified partners, small groups, or as a class discussion. 5 minutes 
 
Collect and evaluate Activity Sheet #2. See TEACHER’S COPY (Document I) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document E 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Document F 

 



 

 

 



 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document G 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document H 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Document I 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



What services are provided based on census data gather every ten years? How does participation in the 
census directly affect YOU? 

 Day 4 50 minutes 
 

Learning 
Objective 

 

Students will be able to identify specific services provided based on census data. 
 
Students will be able to explain how participation in the census directly affects individuals.  

 
Introduction 

 

 
Engage students by brainstorming ideas of when it is important or necessary that 
your existence is known and why. Some possible ideas include being 
acknowledged: 

● In your family so you can be provided for in terms of food, shelter, 
clothing, etc. 

● In a school so you can have a class to attend and be given necessary 
supplies 

● At a restaurant so you can be served food and beverages 
● During a fire or lockdown drill to make sure you are safe 

5 minutes  
Identify background knowledge by posing the question, “Should the federal 
government know you exist and where you live? Why or why not?” 

● Once students have had a chance to ponder that question, have them 
share with a partner their thoughts. 

● Ideas should be shared with the class. The teacher may need to guide 
this discussion if there is minimal knowledge on this topic. 

● Consider dividing the class into two groups and having one half 
brainstorm reasons the government should know you exist and where 
you live while the other half lists answers to the opposite claim. 

Evaluation of 
Sources 

 
Introduce the flow chart (Document J) located at the following link which 
identifies how federal money is distributed. 
 https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1lF2MwdlmhJ26-CS4dCffEKXpMUxQQfcK 

40 minutes 

 
Review key terms from student created glossaries that will be essential for 
understanding the content presented in this lesson. 
 
framers: the men who created and signed the constitution 
grants: money given 
revitalize: to give new life to 
community initiatives: citizens of a community begin legislation, or laws 
consumer advocacy: actions taken by individuals or groups to promote and 
protect the interests of the buying public 
public works: schools, hospitals, roads, police, courts, community centers, 
municipal buildings, railroads, bridges, airports, public space (ie., parks, beaches), 
water supply, sewage, electrical grid, dams, pipelines, canals, ports, etc. 
 
Students will read “Decennial Census of Population and Housing” (Document K) in 
partners, small groups, or whole class. (NOTE: If the Constitution is not something 
that has been discussed in your classroom yet, you may consider reading this 
whole class) 

Closing 

 
Student will complete Activity Sheet #3 (Document L) and communicate their 
findings with their identified partners, small groups, or as a class discussion. 5 minutes 
 
Collect and evaluate Activity Sheet #3. See TEACHER’S COPY (Document M) 
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Document L 
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Is it a waste of time to conduct a census? 
 End of Day 4 or Day 5  

Introduction 

 
Show the photo of students in Oregon taking action in their community. 
(Document N)  
https://broadcast.census.gov/pio/photos/census_2010/2010_salem_or-
hi.jpg 

10 minutes  
Ask the class what stands out to them in the photograph. (Possible 
responses might include a variety of genders, ages, and ethnicities; some 
students are in a uniform; the poster saying “Kids Count Too”). Introduce 
the summative task. 

Summative 
Performance 

Task 

 
Students will select and complete one of the following “Taking Action” 
activities. Share and explain each project option and rubric with the 
students. See “YOU MATTER, SO TAKE ACTION” instruction sheet 
(Document O) and rubric (Document P). 
 

● Create a poster that presents your findings and identify a public 
location for it to be displayed. 

● Create a presentation in which you will present your findings to 
an identified grade level. 

● Create a community education pamphlet/flyer displaying your 
findings that will be distributed to families at your school site. 

● Create a public service announcement encouraging their 
community members to stand up and be counted. 

● Write a letter to your local representative identifying areas of 
need in your community and ways to improve. 

 
Identify a due date for the projects and schedule presentations. Provide 
the rubric to the students when assigning the project. Collect and assess 
using the rubric provided. 

varies 
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Document P 
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